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Budget 2018-19 
Panther…Pause

Budget proposal includes added security, increase in 
counseling services & expanded professional development

The $18.77 million budget proposal 
for the 2018-19 school year includes 
initiatives that would reinforce student 
learning and lay plans for the future 
while staying at the state’s tax cap.

“We have sustained all programs and 
services that are now 
being offered,” said 
Superintendent Jon 
Peterson, including 
the current college-
level offerings, 
Distance Learning 
and other academic 
programs.

A public hearing on 
the proposed budget will be 
held at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
May 8. 

Residents will vote on the 
budget, a board member and 
bus proposal from 12 noon 
to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, May 15 
at the Jr./Sr. High School.

Peterson pointed to other 
aspects of the spending plan:

4Provide a school 
resource officer one day 
per week. Mayfield is 
one of several area school 
districts involved in a U.S. 
Department of Justice grant 
being applied for by the 

Fulton County Sheriff’s Department to 
provide a school resource officers one day 
per week. The office would be shared by 
both buildings. Mayfield would pay half 
the cost and the grant would pay half.

4Increase grades 7-12 counseling 
services. A current counseling position 
will be expanded to full-time next year. 

4Expand the 1:1 device initiative. This 
year, students in grades 4, 6, 8 and 10 
were provided with laptop computers to 
use at school. Next year, students now in 
grades 3, 5, 7 and 9 will receive laptops. 
Funding for professional development 
would increase to provide training for 
teachers in the use of the 1:1 technology.
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BUDGET VOTE
Tuesday, May 15, 2018

Polls are open 12 noon to 8 p.m. •   
Jr./Sr. High School Gymnasium Lobby

PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, May 8, 2018  •  7 p.m. 

Jr./Sr. High School Upper Library

Budget at a glance
4Proposed  
     2018-19 budget  =  $18,769,500
     2017-18 budget = $18,500,012

    1.46% Change = $269,488

Proposed 2018-19 Real Property 
Tax Levy INCREASE  =    2.57%
4Proposed purchase of  
     transportation vehicles  = $248,000

www.mayfieldk12.com

Students in Mary Swart’s grade 2 class strengthen their spelling 
skills as they compete in a game called “Ready, Set, Draw!!” in 
which one student has to draw a picture of a spelling word and 
the other students have to guess the word.

See “Budget proposal includes several initiatives,” page 3

www.mayfieldk12.com

Plan would increase tax 
levy at the state cap
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Where the money comes from…
 BUDGETED PROPOSED $ CHANGE % OF  
REVENUES 2017-18 2018-19 ‘17-18 to ‘18-19 REVENUE 
State Aid $9,541,250 $9,624,010 $82,760 51.3% 
Property Taxes $7,523,031 $7,716,534 $193,503 41.1% 
Refunds, Tuition & Other $341,500 $496,000 $154,500 2.6% 
Fund Balance/Reserves $1,094,231 $932,956 –$161,275 5.0% 
Total Revenue $18,500,012 $18,769,500 $269,488 100.0% 

…and where it is spent
 BUDGETED PROPOSED $ CHANGE % OF 
EXPENDITURES 2017-18 2018-19 ‘17-18 to ‘18-19 BUDGET
Instruction $9,037,150 $8,923,500 –$113,650* 47.5% 
Employee Benefits $5,636,428 $5,792,250 $155,822 30.9% 
General Support $2,156,304 $2,331,750 $175,446 12.4% 
Pupil Transportation $780,300 $783,250  $2,950 4.2% 
Debt Service $889,830 $938,750 $48,920 5.0%
Total Expenditures $18,500,012 $18,769,500 $269,488 100.0% 

Projected Expenditures

Projected Revenues

QUESTION: Does the school board’s proposed budget plan reflect the state’s property tax cap?
Yes. The state’s eight-step property tax levy cap formula for Mayfield allows for a maximum tax levy increase or “cap” of 2.57 percent in 2018-
19. The Board of Education’s proposed budget meets Mayfield’s cap of 2.57 percent. Property owners will be eligible for the state’s tax rebate 
since the board stayed at or below the cap. As can be seen above, that property tax increase would yield an additional $193,503 in funding to 
support the district’s programs and expenditures.

QUESTION: How would the proposed budget plan affect my property taxes?
It’s difficult to predict with accuracy in the spring what each town’s tax rate will be in September. Factors outside the school district’s 
control – assessments (provided by towns) and equalization rates (provided by the state) – affect tax rates in each of the towns within the 
district’s boundaries: Mayfield, Broadalbin, Johnstown and Northampton. Changes in one town’s school tax rate affects the other towns. Final 
tax rates are set by the Board of Education in August. 

However, based on current information, a tax levy increase of 2.57 percent in 2018-19 would mean a school tax bill increase of $61.28 this fall  
for the typical Mayfield homeowner with a $100,000 assessment. That’s an average increase of $5.11 per month. 

www.mayfieldk12.com

New York State school districts are required to present their budgets in three expenditure categories— 
program, administrative and capital—and compare them to current year’s amounts.

THREE-PART BUDGET BUDGETED 2017-18 PROPOSED 2018-19 $ CHANGE ‘17-18 to ‘18-19

Administrative $1,488,804 $1,926,750 $437,946 

Program $15,042,878 $14,519,000 –$523,878*  
Capital $1,968,330 $2,323,750 $355,420

TOTAL $18,500,012 $18,769,500 $269,488 

Instruction 49.8%

Refunds, Tuition
  & Other: 2.6%

State Aid 50%

Property  
Taxes 42.9%

Debt  
Service: 5.0%

Administrative  
10.2% 

Capital 
12.4%

MAYFIELD’S THREE-PART BUDGET: 2018-19

Employee  
Benefits: 30.9%

Transportation: 
4.2%

Fund Balance/ 
Reserves: 5.0%

* The decrease in these categories reflects the reassignment of employee benefit costs and the BOCES-
managed  IT Service costs from the Program/Instruction categories; those costs have now been placed in 
the appropriate categories of Administrative/General Support and Capital.

State Aid: 51.3%

Property Taxes: 41.1%

Instruction:  
47.5%

General  
Support: 
12.4%

Program 
77.4%
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Budget proposal includes 
several initiatives, 
continued from page 1

Also on the May 15 
ballot…

Board of Education seat
Voters will elect one Board of 

Education member to a five-year 
term. The seat is currently held 
by Joan Scannell, who is not 
seeking re-election. 

There is one candidate on the 
ballot. You may contact her via 
e-mail with any questions.

4 Vanessa DiNitto

 dnit@nycap.rr.com

She is invited to share her  
views and take questions at the 
public hearing set for 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, May 8, in the Jr./Sr. 
High School upper library.

Bus purchases
On May 15, residents will also 

be asked to consider a $248,000 
purchase of two buses to be paid 
from the Bus Purchase Reserve 
fund including:

4 A 66-passenger school 
bus at an estimated cost of 
$117,000, and

4 A 36-passenger wheelchair 
bus at an estimated cost of 
$131,000.

The district is eligible 
for roughly 75 percent 
reimbursement for these vehicle 
purchases through state School 
Transportation Aid. 

Many renovations 
on tap this summer

As part of Mayfield’s $15.5 million 2016 
capital improvement project, the remaining 
items are to be completed this summer:

At the Jr./Sr. High School: renovations to 
the art, Family and Consumer Sciences, Project 
Lead the Way and Distance Learning classrooms, 
as well as the weight room; upgrades to the 
auditorium, including new lighting, stage, video 
capabilities and energy-efficient fixtures; creation 
of a secure vestibule and relocation of the 
main office, guidance and library; addition of a 
secure vestibule for entering the District Office; 
installation of a pass-key system/fob access to 
two entry doors; upgrade of the security, fire and 
emergency alarms and public address system; 
field improvements including drainage, playing 
surfaces, fencing, backstops and scoreboards; 
and enhanced handicapped accessible parking.

At the Elementary School: upgrades to the 
main office with creation of a secure vestibule; 
additional security features including a pass-
key system; upgrade of the public address and 
notification systems; replacement of the original 
building doors and hardware; upgrade of the 
corridor floor; renovation of the north and 
south wing boys and girls bathrooms and small 
classroom bathrooms; and replacement of roll-
up shades.

4Introduce an in-house 
PTECH program in the 
2019-20 school year. 
PTECH allows students to 
earn local college credit and 
an associate’s degree while 
still in high school. The 
budget includes funding to 
instruct teachers in the use 
of project-based learning, 
which is used in PTECH. 
Peterson said it has not 
been decided what focus the 
PTECH program will take 
or which college may be 
involved. 

An art student of Jeremy Lebediker is painting a 
portrait of a child from Puerto Rico based on a photo. 
Mayfield students participate in The Memory Project, 
creating and donating paintings of disadvantaged youths 
around the world. The finished portraits are sent to the 
child to help them feel valued and important. 

4Add a custodial worker to 
maintain the grounds at 
both buildings given the 
extensive field work that 
was included in the 2016 
capital project. 

4Restore the Buildings, 
Grounds and 
Transportation Supervisor 
position to oversee both 
departments. 

4Expand the assistant 
principal position to 12 
months. The assistant 
principal will be shared 
between the Jr./Sr. High 
School and the Elementary 
School.

4Hire staff to fill the 
following four vacancies 
due to retirements: a 
physical education teacher 
and special education 
teacher at the Jr./Sr. High 
School; a special education 
teacher at the Elementary 
School; and a payroll clerk 
in the District Office. 
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Voter eligibility
To be eligible to vote, residents  

must live in the school district for 
at least 30 days prior to the May 15 
election, be at least 18 years of age 
and a citizen of the United States.

Voter registration
Residents who are not already on 

the school register may register to 
vote at the District Office (8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. weekdays) prior to the date of 
the vote.

Residents may also register to 
vote prior to voting on May 15 in 
the lobby of the Jr./Sr. High School 
gymnasium with photo I.D. and 
proof of residence (for example, 
current utility bill).

Voting location
The school budget vote will take 

place from 12 noon to 8 p.m., on 
Tuesday, May 15 in the lobby of the 
Jr./Sr. High School gymnasium.

Absentee ballot 
information

Residents who will not be in the 
area on May 15 or are otherwise 
unable to vote in person may apply 
for an absentee ballot at the District 
Office.

If the absentee ballot is to be 
mailed to the voter, the application 
must be submitted at least seven 
days prior to the vote – by May 8. 

If the absentee ballot is to be 
picked up by the voter in person, 
applications will be accepted until 
May 14.

Absentee ballots must be 
returned to the District Clerk no 
later than 5 p.m. on May 15.

BUDGET VOTE
Tuesday, May 15, 2018

Polls are open 12 noon to 8 p.m. •   
Jr./Sr. High School Gymnasium Lobby

PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, May 8, 2018  •  7 p.m.  

Jr./Sr. High School Upper Library

VOTER SURVEY
Tuesday, May 15, 2018

Voters will be asked to take a voluntary, 
anonymous exit poll on the day of 
the vote. The results of the voters’ 

completed surveys will be used by the 
district administration and the Board of 
Education in planning for the future.

For more information about 

the 2018-19 budget, visit  

http://www.mayfieldk12.com/

district/budget.cfm


